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EDITORIAL 
Mixed Fortunes 


1978 was a year of mixed fortunes as far as the struggle against racialism and 
fascism was concerned. On the negative side we saw the increase of racist violence, 
which manifested itself in its sharpest form in the open attacks against the 
Bengali Community in the Brick Lane area. 

Months of unimpeded terror were finally challenged, not by the police or the 
Home Secretary, nor by any instrument of government, but by the Bengali 
victims of racist thuggery organising to defend themselves with the support of 
the local Trades Council and anti-racist organisations. (That in itself tells the 
story of racism in Britain in 1978.) 

As we have pointed out in these columns on a number of occasions, there was 
little indication of a real determination, reflected in positive action, on the part 
of the authorities really to crack down on those orchestrating the racist cam- 
paign. It is not surprising then that the flurry of activity in this connection in 
recent weeks has only followed in the wake of determined and united action 
against racist violence in Brick Lane. 

Another feature that has grown increasingly in 1978 has been the tendency 
by a number of local authorities to equate those opposed to racism and fascism 
with the National Front and refuse them permission to hold meetings and 
concerts, The laudible efforts to oppose racism are thus regarded as on a par 
with racist propaganda and activity. To adopt such attitudes is to give credence 
to racialism. 

The speech by Margaret Thatcher, which seemed to indicate that the Tory Party 
under her leadership was prepared to use immigration as one of its main campaign- 
ing points in an election, revived memories of the Smethwick campaign of 1964 
and the attempts by Enoch Powell to make racism somehow more “respectable”. 

On the positive side we saw the massive popular demonstrations organised by 
the ANL and the rapid growth of the organisation, with the accompanying 
distribution of large quantities of anti-fascist material. 

One of the most significant developments was the increasingly outspoken 
position taken by the TUC and its call to Trades Councils to implement a model 
rule which would enable them to deal effectively with delegates who expressed 
racist or fascist sentiments. This linked with a growing determination by many 
unions to tackle racism and NF activity at factory floor level was reflected in the 
successful conference at Congress House on 2 December. 

One thing we can say for certain about 1979 is that there will be a massive 
upsurge of racialist propaganda in the elections that are due to take place, both 
local and Parliamentary. The absurd myths concerning the black and Asian 
minorities, who only constitute 3.6% of the population of this country, will be 
bandied about by political bankrupts as a vehicle to restore their fortunes. 

It will be a situation that will require a level of activity that will be a real test 
for the anti-racist movement in Britain. 


A Warehouse or Headquarters? 


When the National Front moved into their new premises at 73 Great Eastern 
Street, the Hackney Council were quite emphatic that planning permission 
would not be granted to vary the purpose for which the building was intended, 
namely a warehouse. 

The Front for their part said that was what they wanted it for and then 
proceeded to use it as their national headquarters. They have made no secret of 
the fact and have in effect stuck two fingers up at the Hackney Council. 

Most people are aware of how tough local authorities are with regard to 
planning permission. Certainly home owners building an extension would have 
to toe the line and so would anyone owning a building where the use is stipulated. 

The Hackney Council should take a very stern view of the Front’s flagrant use 
of the warehouse as a national administration centre for racist politics. Par- 
ticularly in view of the area in which it is situated. 


Lifting the Roof off 
Excalibur House 


WHEN THE National Front issued a press release 
concerning its new headquarters, Excalibur House, 
73 Great Eastern Street, London, Martin Webster 
described the purchase as ‘£100,000 worth of 
real-estate”. In actual cash terms the Front’s finan- 
cial appeal for the building fund was £60,000 and 
a further sum of £16,000 is now being asked for. 

In addition to the money raised for the new 
headquarters, the Front announced some time ago 
its intention to buy property for regional offices 
and clubs. To date they have bought buildings in 
Leicester and Nottingham at a total cost of £35,000. 

Searchlight decided to take a closer look at the 
people involved in the fund-raising for Excalibur 
House, so this month we lift the roof off the 
Front’s new headquarters. 

APART FROM the question of the source of 
the funds, which could be said to be in part from 
the membership with increasing sums reported to 
be coming in from West Germany, France, South 
Africa and a handful of wealthy dissident Tories, 
the recently formed NF Properties Ltd. is the 
vehicles through which increasing sums are being 
channeled. That being the case its shareholders 
prove to be an interesting bunch with many of 
them holding records that good Nazis and racists 
would be proud of. 

Top of the list is Andrew Fountaine, vice- 
chairman of the National Front and a wealthy 
Norfolk landowner. His dedication to fascism goes 
back to the Spanish Civil War when as a youth he 
fought for Franco. 





Andrew Fountaine 





During the second world war he served in the 
Navy, receiving serious head injuries at the Battle 
of Okinawa when a Japanese Kamikaze pilot chose 
his ship as a target. Fountaine still holds the rank 
of Commander in the Royal Naval Reserve. 

When demobbed he was active in the Conser- 
vative Party and followed in the family tradition 
when he was selected as a prospective Parliamentary 
candidate, but his extreme anti-Semitism soon 
brought him into conflict with his constituency 
party and he was dropped as candidate. Shortly 
afterwards resigned from the Conservative Party. 

He moved steadily towards the fascist movement 
via the League of Empire Loyalists. In 1959 he 
formed the British Labour Party and then along 
with John Bean and Colin Jordan, the British 
National Party. Since the late 1950s there have 
been persistent and regular reports that his large 
estates at Narford, Kings Lynn have been the venue 
for a number of camps at which overseas nazis 
participated. 





John Harrison Broadley 


Squadron Leader John Harrison-Broadley DFC 
— President of the National Front. 

Member of the Conservative Party until 1972 
when he left over the Common Market. He is one 
of a group of former Airforce officers whose dis- 
like of Jews and blacks have resulted in their finding 
a political home in the NF. At a Front meeting in 
Birmingham he said to loud applause: ‘‘“How odd 
of God to choose the Jews”. He is at present an 
executive with a car hire firm. 

Barbara Elizabeth Webb 

Tried to emulate Robert Relf in 1976 by putting 
a racist sign up at her home in Lewes: “House for 
Sale to Englishman, garage to blacks, potting shed 
to Asians’’. 

James Wells 

Fined £20 for fighting in Brick Lane in January 
1977. Gives address as 439 Roman Road, Bow, 
London E.3, which also happens to be the address 
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from which another well known Front member, 
Jimmy Styles, runs his carpet business. 





George Wright 


George Wright 

Director of a building company in Keighley, 
Yorkshire and former chairman and organiser of 
the Yorkshire NF. Blotted his copybook when 
arrested for going on the rampage and smashing 
windows in Bradford, for which he was fined 
£200. As a result removed from office but recently 
elected to the Front Directorate. 


Norman Mear 

Chartered engineer. Owns a calculator and design 
manufacturing business. He also has a printing 
press and is believed to print for the Front. 


Trevor Malcolm Smith 

Chairman of the Watford NF. A securities clerk 
at a London branch of the Midland Bank. Member 
of the NF finance department. An interesting per- 
son who likes to write a special type of clever 
letter to local papers. 


J. Parfett 

Founder member of the Front which he joined 
in 1967 and has a long record in the fascist move- 
ment. Became a member of the National Socialist 
Movement 21 July 1962, Membership Card Number 
1308, at which time he gave his occupation as a 
draughtsman. Now lives at Borehamwood. 


Dr W. John Mitchell and Dr. R.G. Mitchell 

Dr John Mitchell has a long and extensive 
record as a Nazi. He was court-martialled during 
the war (1943) while serving in the Royal Army 
Medical Corp, for his pro-Mosley and pro-German 
sympathies. 

He was later a member of Colin Jordan’s National 
Socialist Movement (NSM) and when the move- 
ment split, followed by John Tyndall into the 
Greater Britain Movement. When Tyndall merged 
the GBM into the Front, Mitchell followed suite. 

His son, R.G. who is also a shareholder, has 
followed in his father’s footsteps, both as a racialist 
and a doctor. In 1968 he was connected with the 
British Non-Immigrant Protection Society. 


Lt. Commander Michael C.F. Forsyth-Grant 
A straightforward no nonsense Nazi and wealthy 
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landowner from Scotland. He owns the 1,000 acre 
Ecclesgreig Estate at St. Cyrus, Kincarddineshire 
and is a director of a salmon fisheries farm. He was 
at one time a Unionist Parliamentary candidate for 
the Orkneys. 

Three years ago he admitted hiring a “cheavy” 
mob, including ex-jailbirds, to help protect a 
Front meeting at Kingston Hall, Glasgow. He 
claimed that he was not a member of the NF “just 
an admirer’ but in London the NF headquarters 
said: “Commander Forsyth-Grant is a member of 
the party. He is a very good financial supporter.” 
Just to clear up the argument his NF membership 
number is 9057. 





Michael Forsy th-Grant 


But as we said, the Commander doesn’t beat 
about the bush, so when interviewed by the 
Glasgow Sunday Mail he was quite forthcoming 
about his beliefs. 

“I believe in a strong centre party. That’s why I 
sympathise with the National Front. I call myself 
a National Socialist. 

“The world’s greatest National Socialist was 
Adolf Hitler. Fascism is greatly misunderstood in 
this country.” 


Desmond Fenwick 

One of the Islington stalwarts who has recently 
been charged under the Race Relations Act. No 
doubt the police found the path to his Pentonville 
Road house a familiar one. Quite a number of his 
activities in the not too distant past were hardly 
of a political nature. Fenwick is believed to be a 
member of Martin Webster’s social clique. 

Decidedly not a man to buy a used car from. 


The directors of NF Properties Ltd. are Paul 
Kavanagh, who resides at Willoughby House in the 
smart and expensive Barbi- 
can in the City of London. 
He is also a director of 
Kavanagh, O’Moore & Co. 
_ Ltd. and has played an 
important part in obtaining 
premises. Stood as _ Par- 
liamentary candidate for 
Islington in 1976. 

Micheal Stubbs who was 
a close friend of Martin 
Webster and now works 
in the insurance business. 
Lives in the Oxford area. 





Donald Bruce — a salesman and member of 
the NF finance department. 

Douglas David Priest, a local Government officer 
who is the company secretary. 

Others listed as shareholders are: A.C. Broadhead 
from Doncaster — John Lear, Watford — Donald 
How, Luton — Ken Guichard, London — Anthony 
Smith, Leeds — John Reginald Smith, Hertford — 
John Barnes, London — Victor Rollison, Enfield — 
Elizabeth Anne Underwood, Woore Nr Crewe — 
John D’Arcy Blackford — Tipping & Eilleen Edith 
Tipping, Rochford — Mabel Ley, Bexhill-on-Sea 
— Margaret J.J. Anderson, Bexhill-on-Sea and 
V.G. Worsfold. 

We wonder if the last named is the same person 
who served on the National Council of the Society 
for Individual Freedom in 1968. The SIF was at 
that time a resting place for several right wing 
Tories with Monday Club connections and links 
with the Nazi group on the south coast. 


The money game 


The details we have given are of interest for another 
reason. We referred at the beginning of this article 
to the National Front’s appeal to its membership 
for £60,000 and the more recent call in Spearhead 
for an additional £16,000. This money was intended 
for the purchase of new premises which would not 
only be a national headquarters, but also a social 
club for members. 

Yet at the same time, as we have seen, a private 
limited company is formed with 28 named share- 
holders, who have also put up the money and 
apparently own the building. 


SEARCHLIGHT 


Searchlight has been in the news for its 
consistent exposure of Fascist activity. 

We are the only journal in Britain regularly 
monitoring extreme right wing organisations, 
and provide a news service to our readers 
unobtainable elsewhere. 

Show your support by renewing your sub- 
scription, promptly and by gaining a new 
reader from amongst your friends. 


SUBSCRIPTION 
Name/Organisation 


Organisations £5 for 12 issues including 
postage. 
Individuals £4 for 12 issues including postage. 


| enclose Cheque/PO forf...........To 
be made out to A.F. & R. Publications, 21 
Great Western Buildings, 6 Livery Street, 
Birmingham 3. 





So what happened to the £60,000 and to whom 
will the additional £16,000 go? 


A challenge to Hackney Council 


Finally we draw attention to the way the Front 
are dropping all pretences about the real function 
of Excalibur House. In their press release follow- 
ing the purchase of the building, the Front claimed 
that it was not a headquarters but a warehouse and 
they were going eventually to apply for planning 
permission to install and run printing machinery. 

Yet in their Organisers Bulletin dated 16 Novem- 
ber 1978, they make it quite clear on a number of 
occasions that it is being used as a head office. 

The National Front address is given as Excalibur 
House and organisers with queries about an election 
seminar are asked to contact Michael Salt, chairman 
of the Election Department, at Excalibur House. 
Similarly the same address is given as the venue of 
a National Seminar of the Young National Front 
on 9 December, the aim of which is to establish a 
National Front Students Organisation. 

And to make sure that the point is well and 
truly driven home, the bulletin also calls for all 
resolutions and amendments for the NF Annual 
General Meeting, which is to be held in London on 
a Saturday in late January, to be sent... to 
Excalibur House. 

There can be no doubting the fact that the 
building is being used as an administrative centre 
and the Front is “cocking a snoot” at the Hackney 
Council. 

The big question is how much longer are they 
going to get away with their challenge to the 
Hackney council. 


Liverpool Asian Centre 
Firebombed 


For the second time in a month the Hindu Cultural 
Centre in Edge Lane, Wavertree, was attacked and 
firebombed. The incident took place at the end of 
November when 20 women were taking part in a 
Yoga class, but fortunately the fire was confined 
to a side door. 

A few weeks earlier, a milk bottle filled with an 
inflammable liquid was set alight and hurled into 
the centre whilst more than a hundred people were 
participating in a Hindu religious service. 

For several months prior to these acts of sense- 
less violence, gangs of white youths had been in- 
timidating members of the local Hindu community 
using the hall. Many have been physically man- 
handled and jostled, or on occasions chased away 
from the centre by groups of these racist thugs. 
Cars have been regularly vandalised in a variety of 
ways, including having paint poured over them. 

According to Rashid Mufti, chairman of the 
local Anti-Racialist Alliance, most of those involved 
in the incidents seem to be youngsters in the 12 to 
16 year old age group. 
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AIR-VICE MARSHAL BENNETT 
AND HIS STRANGE ALLIES 





Readers of Labour Research, the monthly journal 
of the Labour Research Department, may have 
been somewhat surprised to read an article in its 
December issue by. Air-Vice Marshal Bennett, the 
wartime leader of the Pathfinder Squadron that 
led many of the RAF’s most successful raids on 
Nazi Germany. 

The article appeared as part of an out of court 
settlement by the Labour Research Department 
over suggestions in a pamphlet they produced on 
the National Front, that Bennett had used money 
he had received from the sale of Blackbush Airport 
to finance the activities of the National Front and 
other right wing extremist organisations. 

Apparently Air-Vice Marshal Bennett has 
succeeded in convincing the LRD’s lawyers that he 
has done no such thing. The pamphlet however 
also pointed out that Bennett had extreme-right 
wing connections and in his article he seems more 
concerned denying this charge than those con- 
cerning his financial activities. 

He tells LRD readers that he has no political 
affiliations and that his associations have been with 
bodies concerned with keeping Britain out of the 
Common Market. On the surface this certainly 
looks the case but when one digs a little deeper 
and takes a closer look at some of these groups a 
somewhat different picture emerges. 

Leaving aside the fact that on at least one 
occasion he had marched with the National Front 
in their annual parade to the Cenotaph (which 
could well be thought a strange place to be — 
considering the efforts of leading Front members 
to whitewash the Hitler regime — but perhaps we 
can put that little aberration down to the Air-Vice 
Marshal’s lack of understanding of the current 
British political scene) how does he explain away 
his sponsorship of an organisation such as The 
British League of Rights? 


PATRON 


Don C,T. Bennett, 
C.B.,C.B.E.,D.S.0.,F.R.Ae.S., 


OFFICE 
Air Vice Marshal (Rtd.). 


NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
Donald A, Martin. 


SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 
"Phone SUDBURY 76374 
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The League was started in the early seventies by 
a man named Donald A. Martin who had just 
returned to this country after spending 17 years in 
Australia. There he was closely associated with the 
notorious anti-Semite Eric Butler, aman considered 
as a mentor by many active racists and anti-Semites 
throughout the English speaking world and leader 
of the Australian League of Rights. He is also the 
author of The International Jew — a commentary 
on the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

About two years ago the League became the 
British Chapter of the World Anti-Communist 
League (WACL) and Don Martin and Lady Jane 
Birdwood were the British delegates to WACL. It 
was an organisation so extreme that the former 
right wing Tory MP for Belper, Geoffrey Stewart- 
Smith, who had become involved with it, resigned 
amidst a lot of bad publicity for them when he 
described WACL as ‘fa hot bed of anti-Jewish 
intrigue’. 

Another frequent contributor to the League of 
Right’s magazine On Target is Ivor Benson, the 
South African racist, who also has many of this 
articles approvingly reproduced in the National 
Front journal Spearhead. Benson, like Butler, is 
also intensely anti-Semitic and worked as Ian 
Smith’s first censor after the illegal declaration 
of UDI. 


General List. 
The O14 Priovy, Priory Walk, april. 197€. 


BLOOM LELD BOOKS , 


SUDAURY, Suffolk, Hngland 
Mei: Sudbury 76374. 





Books in stocx at ihe present date (April 


Bloomfield Books function in association with 
On Target with an extensive book list which 
includes such titles as: The Hoax of the Twentieth 
Century by Butz (claims that no one can prove 
6,000,000 Jews died), Learned Elders and the BBC 
by Chesterton (the Jewish conspiracy to control 
the media), Racial Integration by Isherwood (the 
‘evils’? of race mixing), The Talmud Unmasked 
by Rev Pranaitis (Jewish conspiracy for world 
domination). One of the directors of Bloomfield 
Books is Sue Evelyn, who is now retired and lives 
on the South Coast. She is a friend of Martin 
Webster and was well known in extreme-right 
circles in London and has been a member of the 
National Front, before which she was in touch 
with Front leader Tyndall’s old Nazi party, the 
Greater British Movement. 

This then is the organisation of which Air-Vice 
Marshal Bennett (Rtd) is the Patron. Its personnel 
and literature clearly indicate that it is about 
something more than just opposing the Common 
Market. 


MORE ABOUT SS WOTAN 


Last month’s article on SS Wotan 18 has resulted 
in further information being sent to Searchlight 
from various sources. 

On October 30 a hand-written document was 
sent to a number of bookshops in the Brighton 
area, warning them not to sell the local journal 
Brighton Voice, which it describes as a ‘(Communist 
‘front paper”. The threat was taken seriously in 
view of the fact that a number of bookshops in 
Brighton have been the victims of attacks, ranging 
from broken windows to firebombing, within the 
last two years. 
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On the night of December 10/11 the threat was 
carried out and three bookshops were attacked, 
‘Solstice’, ‘Little Public House’ and ‘Infinity Foods’, 
all had their windows smashed. 

Last April the Wembley synagogue received a 
message from Wotan (Battle Gruppe Peiper) shortly 
before being daubed with anti-semitic and nazi 
slogans. Peiper was the SS officer who was dis- 
covered in hiding in France a couple of years ago 
and who was reported to have been killed by 
former members of the Resistance when his house 
was burned down. 

Another interesting piece of information referred 
to an article in Adler und Kreuz, the monthly 
journal of SS Wotan. It was written by a woman 
member of the organisation who had joined a 
Womans Group in Harrogate and had attempted to 
cultivate individual members in order to win them 
over to accepting “woman’s true role as man’s 
mate”. She concludes the article by saying that 
“Little did they know that I was a loyal National 
Socialist and my boyfriend was an SS man.” The 
article was quite clearly written by Primrose Knight. 

We now learn that when she applied to join the 
Socialist Workers Party, she was turned down by 
the Harrogate Branch but then appealed to the 
then national secretary, who instructed the local 
group to admit her into membership. She later 
made a visit to the SWP headquarters in London a 
few weeks before it was firebombed. 





WOTAN [IS 


BACK 


( Bettie Gruppe ) 


pec 


GRoup \9’ 
SPEARHEAD SENDS 
ITS REGARDS 





Following the London letter bombings, John 
Knight was arrested by the anti-terrorist squad, 
who found arms in his house. In court he claimed 
they belonged to his wife Primrose, but evidence 
was produced to show that they were both trained 
and skilled shots and he (John) ran the local gun 
club. He was eventually fined for the illegal posses- 
sion of firearms. 





JEWISH ORGANISATIONS 
COOL ATTACK ON ANL 


The Jewish Board of Deputies have let it be 
known that they will, if they can, avoid confron- 
tation with the ANL. In their monthly meeting in 
November, Lord Fisher, president of the Board, 
said, “We bless the efforts of all who fight those 
who wish to drag Britain back into the Dark Ages. 
We proclaim that the struggle against the evil creed 
of racialism is, like peace, indivisible. To say this — 
and to mean it — does not suggest that we must 
necessarily agree with all the methods employed by 
other groups, or that we can close our eyes to the 
role of certain individuals who, while they fight 
racialism in Britain, describe Israel as a racialist 
state and Jews (or Zionists, the terms are inter- 
changeable) as racists.” He told the deputies that 
given the proper guarantees and assurances that we 
are duty bound to seek and are entitled to have, 
they would co-operate with others who fight the 
same fight. He said, “We do not wish to dissipate 
our energies and limited resources on internecine 
warfare, and we shall seek to reach a reasonable 
understanding with the enemies of our enemies 
whom we hope one day to be able to count among 
our friends.” 
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JOHN TYNDALL: REFINING 
"_AND DEFINING NAZISM 


John Tyndall’s rantings and ravings have been get- 
ting more frantic of late. It’s easy to think of him 
as a demented madman out of control. However, 
there’s a consistent pattern, and even a logic, to 
his ravings. 

Whenever under pressure Tyndall feels the need 
to return to the basics of his nazi philosophy. More 
than this he apparently needs to clarify his nazism 
in public. This act appears to give him the strength 
to carry on through troubled times. 

After the split with the National Party in early 
1976, when Tyndall was very nearly ousted from 
the National Front, came his notorious article in 
Spearhead ‘The Jewish Question: Out in the open 
or under the carpet?’ (March, 1976). 

In this article Tyndall soothed his frayed nerves 
with one of his most outspokenly anti-Semitic 
pieces in years. Not only did he quote openly from 
the Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion (the 
classic anti-semitic forgery), but he also offered a 
definition of anti-Semitism. According to this 
definition Tyndall’s own beliefs, and indeed the 
official ideology of the National Front, would be 
classed as anti-Semitic. 

The pattern is repeating itself again. Falling 
membership and continual adverse publicity are 
taking their toll on Tyndall. The strain is showing. 

Therefore once again it’s time for more defin- 
itions and an open declaration of nazism. 

Last month’s Spearhead contained the first 
dose of Tyndall’s self-prescribed medicine for 
spiritual regeneration. In his article “My answer to 
the smear-mongers’ (anyone who tells the truth 
about Tyndall is a ‘smear-monger’), Tyndall asks 
the question “What is Nazism?”’. 

Readers of last month’s Searchlight will be 
aware that Tyndall offered a definition of nazism 
which neatly described the National Front’s 
ideology. 

And this month there is more therapy for 
Tyndall as he “redefines” democracy. He starts 
his article entitled ‘Redefining Democracy’: 


Last month as an answer to the smear-mongers I pin- 
pointed the basic differences between the nationalism 
of the National Front and that of the German Nazis. 
Of these differences the major political one is the fact 
that we stand for Democracy whereas they stood for 
Dictatorship. 


Let’s leave aside for the moment that Tyndall 
is not exactly giving an accurate representation of 
last month’s medicine. But let’s notice that he 
doesn’t say that the Front differs from the German 
nazis vis-a-vis rcial philosophy, anti-Semitism etc. 

However, the casual reader might think that 
Tyndall is showing the faintest signs of diluting his 
nazism. Standing for democracy against dictator- 
ship? Is the sinner starting to repent? 
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But no. The very next sentence shows that 
Tyndall is no ordinary democrat: “Let no one be 
under any illusion, however, that our concept 
of Democracy is the same as that which prevails 
in contemporary Britain”. 

And then Tyndall launches into his main theme 
— offering a new definition for democracy. And 
Tyndall’s ‘democracy’ is very different from most 
people’s. 

First of all he doesn’t much like conventional 
electoral democracy: “Politics is a daily rat-race 
for votes, seats and opinion-poll ratings’. 

In fact Tyndall makes no bones about the fact 
that he prefers the rule of men like Hitler and 
Mussolini to contemporary democracy. The mean- 
ing of the concepts ‘dictatorship’ and ‘democracy’ 
becomes as slippery as soap when liberal democ- 
racy is called ‘‘amuch more insidious and dangerous 
dictatorship” than “the open dictatorship of the 
strong man’. In Tyndall’s view the latter is far 
more preferable because ‘“‘an authoritarian head of 
state who exercises absolute power at least has the 
virtue of being seen to be the man in control and 
who thus can be called to account”’. 

And again, Tyndall castigates liberal democracy 
because it “realises the worst evils of dictatorship 
but without the virtues of dictatorship’’. 

By now it can be seen that Tyndall’s stand 
against dictatorship might not be all it appears at 
first sight. Dictators appear to have many virtues 


and, according to Tyndall’s logic, are answerable 
to their subjects. 
He goes on (no doubt still in the cause of 
‘democracy’) to praise fascism: 
It is easy to understand the emergence of Fascism. 
Fascism was a revolt against the social disintegration 
endemic in the Liberal West; it was intended as a move- 
ment from chaos back to order, from irresponsibility 
back to duty, from selfishness back to community spirit, 
from party warfare back to national leadership. In the 
1920s and 1930s it offered the only strong and dynamic 
alternative to Bolshevism. 


But fascism did have its faults, admits Tyndall: 
“Fascism, like Democracy, was capable of produc- 
ing its subversives and traitors, even though it had 
the virtue of confining their activities to the more 
difficult terrain of illegality” (one might note that 
by now Tyndall has dropped the pretence of being 
a defender of ‘Democracy’). 

After a lengthy passage enthusiastically describ- 
ing ‘Order’, Tyndall returns to the theme of 
‘Freedom’. And the sort of Freedom (why does he 
like capital letters so much?) Tyndall advocates is a 
rather narrow sort. 

Freedom of speech is to be restricted in Tyndall’s 
Reich: 

Free argument and debate should be about the means 

of best promoting the good of the nation, not about 


whether the nation should be preserved, or its good 
promoted, at all. 


But who is to decide what topics of conversation 
are in the nation’s good? 

Tyndall then describes ‘‘the essentials of Free- 
dom’’. It transpires that individual freedom will be 


reserved only for the “ordinary loyal and law- 
abiding citizen” and for the “hard-working and 
patriotic”’ individual. 

Again who is to decide whois patriotic and loyal? 

Interestingly one of the few individual freedoms 
allowed to the patriotic individual is that the 
business-man should be free to administer his 
business and employ whom he likes. 

Now all this sounds as if Tyndall hasn’t travelled 
very far from his openly nazi days. 

In his booklet The Authoritarian State, written 
in 1961, Tyndall was quite open in his admiration 
for Hitler, Mussolini and their forms of dictator- 
ship. Then he declared “democracy has failed”’’. 
And he revealed his undemocratic hand quite 
openly: 

What we suppose is the method whereby the man in the 


street is called upon to pass judgement on aspects of 
which he has no understanding. 


In 1961 John Tyndall, of the National Socialist 
Movement, was complaining there was “less real 
freedom”’ in democracy, just as now he wants “real 
individual freedom” from his new “redefined” 
form of democracy. 

It seems that Tyndall’s nazi vision of ‘freedom’ 
in 1961 was exactly the same as it is now. To 
quote from The Authoritarian State: 


To us there is only one kind of freedom worthy of being 
called a freedom, and that is freedom to do what is right. 


And Tyndall in November 1978: “The only free- 
dom really worth defending is the freedom to do 
what is right’’. 





Anne Frank Institute 
Attacks Swedish Pamphlet 


Early in December a pamphlet, written by a Mr 
Ditlieb Felderer, was published by the “Bible 
Research Magazine” in Sweden, titled Anne Franks 
diary a hoax?. 

In this pamphlet the author, after cautiously 
stating his initial reluctance to attack the diary as 
this was “coming from Anti-semites, Jew-haters, 
former Nazi’s or fascists”, tries to prove that Anne 
Franks Diary was a fabrication, meant, among 
other things, to obtain support for the “‘Zionistic 
conspiracy”’. 

The author’s argumentation, laced with classic 
anti-Semitic statements like the pornographic ten- 
dencies of the Jews, Jewish capitalism and the 
conspiracy theory, follows publications like those 
of Richard Harwood alias Richard Verrall (of the 
British National Front); Did six million really 
die, Arthur Butz The Hoax of 20th Century and 
Heinz Roth Ann Franks Tagebuch — ein Schwindel. 

All these and comparable publications from 
neo-nazi sources try to deny the fact that six 
million Jews were murdered. They call the atrocities 
of Nazi-Germany “Allied propaganda’’. This white- 
wash of the Nazi-past led already numerous young 


people to join new nazi-type organizations in 
Europe and the USA. 

The Anne Frank Foundation in Amsterdam has 
urged the Swedish government to take steps against 
this unacceptable anti-Semitic libel. In West Ger- 
many Otto Frank, Anne Frank’s father, filed suit 
for similar libel against Heinz Roth. The court in 
Frankfurt decided in August this year in favour of 
Otto Frank. A criminal court in Hamburg sentenced 
someone else who distributed pamphlets with the 
same message. 

According to the introduction this pamphlet was 
sent to some 30 leading newspapers all over the 
world. By doing so the author wants to prove that 
the press in general is dominated by the Jews and: 
“to find out, what better way could there be for 
us than to send those Jewish controlled outfits a 
free copy of our book”’. 

The “Bible Research Magazine” according to its 
introduction, announced a series of publications 
with titles like Zionism, the hidden tyranny, 
Judaism and its secrets and a Swedish edition of 
Did six million really die. 

From the Anne Frank Foundation in Amsterdam. 
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GERMAN THROUGH RE 


An Invitation to Admire Hitler in the Classroom? 


German is the second most important foreign 
modern language in schools in Britain and in the 
United States of America; so it is in Australia and 
Canada. Thousands of pupils learn it at O-level 
or its equivalent in countries outside Britain. 

The number of short readers for this stage of 
foreign language acquisition is not overgreat. If 
you are a teacher you may well be looking for 
short readers, say of between 2500 and 3000 
words so that, within a relatively short time, you 
could expect to work through such a reader in- 
stead of having to labour the pages of the same 
text book term in, term out. You could expect 





to give the class a sense of achievement for having 
‘done’ a series of such short readers in one or two 


years. 

Heinemann Educational have the answer: a 
series of six readers, at 50p each, called German 
Through Reading by M.E. Mountjoy. I do not 
particularly wish to comment on five of these 
booklets. However, I do think that No.5 in this 
series does merit a closer critical look. It is entitled 
Hitler’s Ara. The front picture is of Hitler saluting 
a marching column of German army soldiers, or are 
they Waffen-SS? Whatever, from the start the 
accent is not on the destruction that Hitler wrought 
in Europe, on the persecution and misery that 
his regime meant for millions, but on the good 
that he did for ‘his’ people. His role as a saviour of 
the German people is carefully built up in the first 
five lessons: the revanchist and humiliating terms 
of the Treaty of Versailles, the hyper-inflation of 
1923, the occupation of the Rhineland by the 
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French. The text, assuming, like Hitler did, that it 
is blind patriotism that people look for, then goes 


on to say that the Germans were ‘no longer proud. 


to be German’. And then: ‘But already, there was . 


waiting a man who would give their patriotism 
back to the Germans’. So that’s what Hitler did! 
He didn’t shatter the German’s patriotism in the 
most devastating way any politician could do, he 
gave their patriotism back to them! The picture of 
Hitler that emerges is never tarnished overmuch by 
the brutality that surrounded him everywhere and 
by the debris that he left behind. Instead the text 
suggests a fanatical but fascinating speaker who 
drew the crowds because, for all his fanaticism, 
what he said was right. The communists are por- 
trayed as a bunch of vandals and intruders who 
have to be kept at bay by the S.A., in order to 
ensure that Hitler can get his message across. There 
is no value judgement in this booklet on Hitler’s 
message, except that there is a strong suggestion 
that he expressed what most people felt at that 
time. Who led the Germans out of the depression 
after 1929? Who but the Fuhrer himself. Who was 
to blame: capitalism, communism and the Jews. 

If you are a boy or a girl of between 13 and 15 
years of age, it is highly unlikely that you know 
very much about central European history, about 
the many political parties in Germany and, in 
particular, about the large social-democratic and 
communist vote in the Weimar Republic. Every 
time you are told that ‘the masses’, ‘the people’, 
‘the Germans’ applauded Hitler, or cheered him 
hysterically or scrambled to join his party you are 
bound to believe what the text tells you. The 
teacher may, of course, spend some time putting 
you in the picture historically. On the other hand, 
he may consider that it is his job to concentrate on 
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[ADING : HITLER’S ARA 


the text not for its content, but purely as a lin- 
guistic exercise. The fact that this text is apt to 
transport dangerous ideological distortions into the 
brains of the learners may be considered by some 
teachers as beyond their competence. In paren- 
thesis: being written chiefly in simple main-clause 
phrases the text is mostly reliable linguistically, 
although it does manage to deviate from idiomatic 
German here and there (e.g. p.16 ‘In Theater ist es 
auch so.’ ‘Artikel in den Zeitungen sind in Sym- 
pathie mit den Nazis’. p.17 ‘Die Kinder haben neue 
pro Nazi Biither’.) 

Of the three causes that, according to Hitler, 
were responsible for the situation in Germany at 
the end of the Weimar Republic the one the author 
makes sure you are not allowed to forget is the 
Jews. They become ‘rich through financial specu- 
lation’, they ‘profited from the German workers’. 
Without any reliable historical information against 
which to measure such wild propagandistic state- 
ments you may well be forgiven for thinking that 
the Jews must have been a truly parasitic pest. 

In the eighth lesson you are told that the teachers 
had to follow Nazi text books. True enough. How- 
ever, the same technique of distortion through 
generalisation is at work here, for ‘the teachers’, 
you are made to believe, did so reluctantly. They 
lived in fear not only of the Nazis but also of the 
children who might denounce them to their parents, 
who in turn would inform the party and have the 
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teachers removed if they did not comply. The lack 
of guiding value judgements in this text again and 
again allows it to acquire a (calculated?) ambiguity 
which makes it usable as a vehicle for fascist propa- 
ganda. Look at the picture above the text (see 
centre illustration): pupils might well wonder 
whether they should themselves not begin a prac- 
tice of denunciation, as indeed they are told to do 
in the propaganda of the extreme right wing in 
English schools today. 

The Night of the Broken Glass (Kristallnacht) 
is dealt with very quickly and the lesson actually 
ends up telling you that the S.A. was always busy 
collecting money for the party, thus enabling it 
to ‘organise’ things, interesting things for children, 
for example. At the age of three (see the picture 
of the sweet little boy that goes with this text!) 
every child (historically quite untrue) had a swas- 
tica flag in his hands. 

The author’s unbalanced approach to the Nazis 
reaches its climax in the concluding lesson. The years 
of the beginning defeat of the German armies (1941- 
42-43) are said to be ‘black years for the whole 


Und Hitler? 
Der Diktator ist schon tot. 
Sein Ende war Selbstmord. 


Am 30. April 1945 starb der Fiihrer mit 
seiner Frau, Eva Braun, in einem Bunker 
in Berlin. 

Heil Hitler! 





world’! When the war ends, Hitler is dead. Here is 
the concluding sentence of the lesson: ‘On 30th 
April, 1945 the Fuhrer died with his wife, Eva 
Braun, in a shelter in Berlin. Heil Hitler!’ Well, if 
this concluding greeting is meant ironically by the 
author of this text book, the irony is lost on this 
reviewer and, I venture to submit, on the pupils 
who use this text book. Given the ambiguities and 
the accentuation of history in favour of the Ger- 
man fascists that have characterised the whole text 
up to this point, I think there can be little doubt 
that, whatever the intention of the author of this 
text book, Hitler has been painted in positive and 
acceptable colours. Even the author’s choice of 
words seem to emphasis this effect. Millions of Jews 
and non-Germans (what about the thousands of 
oppositional Germans?) are said to have ‘died’ in’ 
concentration camps. No suggestion that they were 
victims of officially planned murder. 

Unless Heinemann wish to be party to such 
gross historical distortions they would be well 
advised to withdraw this reader and replace it by 
another. 
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WHAT THEIR 


PAPERS SAY 





Muck & Mysticism 


The National Front’s sense of ancient mythology 
seems to have been stirred by its move of head- 
quarters. The choice of name — Excalibur House 
— evokes bygone days of derring-do and chivalry. 

Last month’s Spearhead celebrated the noble 
Odyssey from the broad-leafed forests of Tedding- 
ton all the way to the rolling wealds of Brick Lane, 
E.C.2. A special four page supplement commemor- 
ated the epic trek eastwards. Spearhead’s illustrators 
produced for the occasion a display of chariots, 
dragons, unicorns and lions rampant (such a pity 
that the belisha-beacon to the fore of the photo of 
Excalibur House struck a rather jarring note). 

Firmly ensconced in its mighty castle the National 
Front continues with its romantic ancient myth- 
ology. It yearns for the simpler days when men, 
real men in those days, quaffed their mead and 
were heroes on the battle field. Above all, those 
ancient Britons and Norsemen were white. 

The mythological themes are apparent in the 
current issue of Spearhead. An article on conser- 
vation takes time out to remind readers of the pre- 
historic origins of Britain: “Without the British 
peoples, that mixture of Teuton and Gael that 
fused so successfully, there can never be a revival 
of the British nation”. 

But it’s in another article — ‘The modern lesson 
of Viking Greenland’ by Rod Farr — that Spear- 
head really sets out its version of ancient mythol- 
ogy. And, of course, it becomes apparent that this 
is no eccentric nostalgia, but a vital part of the 
Front’s racist, and ever more uncompromisingly 
nazi, philosophy. 

Farr tells the story of fourteen longships who 
sailed up one of Greenland’s “‘craggy fjords” in 
986 A.D. under the leadership of the “intrepid” 
Eric Redson. Facing all kinds of adversity, these 
“tough pioneers” stuck to their tasks “with typical 
strength of will”. 

Spearhead’s purpose is not just to give a potted 
history of the Vikings. Lessons must be drawn; 
Greenland’s Vikings provide a tragic saga. The 
“community’s complete disappearance from the 
face of the earth during the Middle Ages serves 
as a clear warning to us all today”. 

And the warning? It’s all about the evils of pure 
and healthy Aryans mixing with other (and lesser) 
breeds. The racist message is apparent in the first 
paragraph: 
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“Brave and skilled at arms, these self-reliant farmer 
warriors landed in the vanguard of White settler adven- 
turism which has built civilisation upon unfriendly soil 
for nine centuries. During our modern era, less than nine 
decades of sick liberal permissiveness have achieved what 
the non-White races could not: the moral, military and 
spiritual defeat of European culture.” 


At first, according to Spearhead, the Greenland 
colony reflected the vigorous and healthy racial 
stock of the colonists; its early history was one of 
“outgoing confidence and growth”. But then 
things started to go awry. 

Just as the National Front believes that there is 
a deliberate conspiracy of international financiers 
plotting to overthrow races and nations today, so it 
believes that the Norsemen of old fell foul of a 
devilish conspiracy. The Pan-Norway Federation 
(hardly an ancient-sounding name, straight from 
the Vinland Saga) was taken over by “‘alien mer- 
chants”. Worse still, these alien merchants had 
connections with the dreaded Hanseatic League: 


The Hanseatic League, based on north European sea- 
ports, was run by ruthless aliens related to the same 
troublesome tribe which controlled the Pan-Norway 
Federation, of course! 


Could it be that Mr Farr is extending the Front’s 
belief in a world Jewish conspiracy to ancient 
Greenland? It looks as if he is, when he writes of 
the controllers of the Hanseatic League: “This 
plague of rats held certain monopolies and trading 
rights with Russia, a connection that has existed 
up to the present day”. 

Maybe future contributions from Mr Farr will 
develop these innuendoes. 

Anyway, the major moral of the saga is that 
once the community fell into the clutches of the 
alien Hanseatic League, racial decay became 
inevitable: 

During the 13th Century Greenland’s climate deterior- 

ated, forcing hordes of migratory Eskimo tribes to 

move south where they found the living conditions 
easier. 


The Vikings of Greenland, up to their blue eyes 
in debt to the League, were forced to offer em- 
ployment to the Eskimoes: ‘““Miscegenation was 
thus given its head’’. 

The new “Arctic half-breeds”’ lacked the “moral 
fibre and will to triumph” of their “Viking fore- 
fathers’. Gone was their “fierce national pride”’. 


Left: A modern Nordic 
type, and how 
‘Greenlanders might have 


been. Right: the half- 

breed product of inter- 
mixture with ‘Skraelings’: 
‘neither Norse nor Lapp’ 


Diagram accompanying Farr ’s Spearhead article. 


It was just a matter of time before the feckless 
“half-breeds” perished: “The same chill north 
winds that have goaded our race to the higher 
levels of creativity now exacted a terrible toll on 
this colony of pagan half-breeds’’. 

And finally, Mr Farr, wiping the tears of grief 
from his eyes, asks melodramatically ‘Does some- 
thing look familiar to readers about Greenland’s 
tragic saga: immigration, assimilation, loss of 
sovereignty? We in the National Front must keep 
an ever-watchful eye...” and so forth. 

All this might sound familiar to readers, but for 
a different reason than that given by Mr Farr. This 
mishmash of ancient mythology and racism is to be 
found in openly nazi writings. Nazis, such as Alfred 
Rosenberg and Hitler himself, glorified a distant 
and heroic past. 

Similarly, contemporary nazis romanticise the 
early history of their beloved Teutons and Nordics. 

For instance the latest edition of League Review, 
the journal of the openly nazi League of St George, 
contains an article entitled ‘Nibelungenlied — the 
epic that inspired a nation’. 

According to League Review the Nibelungenlied, 
or Song of the Niebelungs, is an epic poem dating 
from “‘the heroic period of the Teutonic tribes, 
probably during the Migration period commencing 
in the fifth century”. The Nibelungs symbolise 
the Burgundians who were defeated in 437 AD 
by Attila’s Huns (or Atli, the term used in the 
Nibelungenleid). 

All sorts of obscure details are dwelt upon in 
this article. It should be noted that League Review 
is not exactly noted for its scholarship or subtlety. 

Like Spearhead’s Viking saga, the glories of the 
Nibelungenleid are recalled to bolster nazi racial 
mysticism. Paganism is praised and Christianity is 
criticised for replacing “the racial gods and the 
ancient pagan virtues” of the Teutons. 

The writer goes on to state that this old epic 
“embodied the national instinct and did so much 
to mould the German patriotic conscience”. And 
again the theme is that new lessons are to be drawn 
from old history: 


The Nibelungenleid typifies the highest ideals of northern 
paganism. We too may share pride in the knowledge that 
this epic legend forms a part of the great common literary 
legacy of all the Germanic peoples. 


The writer of the piece in League Review describes 
himself as the chairman of the Committee for the 
Restoration of the Odinic Rite. 

Searchlight 41 has described how Odinism, with 
its mystical paganism, came to be the religion of 
the nazi SA and SS in Germany. The strange rites 
and rituals of Odinism are still continued by today’s 
nazis; National Front chairman John Tyndall, in 
his earlier more open days, could be seen prancing 
about with warlocks and witches in honour of 
Odinist gods. 

The cult of Odinism is well in evidence in the 
pages of The Northlander, which describes itself as 
“the informative organ of the Cultural Foundation 


‘The Northern League’, devoted to General Nordic 
(Teutonic) preservation of racial identity and 
cultural heritage”’. 

The current issue, as well as recommending 
Richard Verrall/Harwood’s Did six million really 
die?, also contains a fair old dollop of Odinism. 
There is a reprint of ‘Dawn of Iceland’, which was 
originally published in The Odinist, and has also 
been reprinted in League Review. This article looks 
back to the glorious heroism of notable ancient 
Nordics such as Naddod, Flokki and King Harald 
Haarfager. These names may not be household 
words, but the stories of their deeds “‘ought to be 
read by all persons who feel bonds of kinship with 
our racial ancestors of long ago”’’. 

And again, old history, new lessons: 

Iceland has in recent years been overtaken by Marxist 

socialism and inflation is today rampant. It is to be 

hoped that our sturdy and stout-hearted kinsmen on 
this northern island once again will be able to free them- 
selves from foreign control and prove that the Spirit of 

Old has not yet vanished but still is living in the hearts 


and minds of noble men, ready — in due course — to 
reclaim their part of our common heritage. 


But that’s not all in The Northlander. There’s a 
piece taken from the Odinist Calender for 1978. 
This commemorates, amongst others, the valour of 
the Saxons, Angles, Goths, Scythians, Cymri and 
Teutons. Special mention is given to the heroic 
Ayran chieftain Vercingetorix (The Northlander 
considerately tells its readers how to pronounce 
this mouthful of a name — racial comrades there- 
fore need not be embarrassed when talking together 
about their ancient heroes). 

More interestingly, The Northlander contains 
two pieces from Young Folk, a small magazine 
which openly champions Odinism. These articles 
celebrate the ancient Vikings (who were ‘“‘a vital 
and contributing factor in England and not des- 
troyers”) and the Landsknechts. 

Not heard of the Landsknechts? Well, they were 
fifteenth century German militia whose weaponry 
consisted of “‘the pike, short sword, dagger cross- 
bow, mace and halberd”. They were “the best 
fighting men of their day”. No doubt Young Folk 
considers them the forerunners of the SS. 

The editor of Young Folk is National Front 
member Paul Jarvis, who operates under the 
pseudonym of B.M. Thule. Those steeped in the 
lore of Odinism will know that the Thule Society 
was the sect specialising in mystical paganism 
which later developed into the German Nazi Party. 
B.M. Thule has advertised his mystic material in 
Spearhead (see Searchlights 34 and 35). 

Thus the themes of ancient mythology so 
noticeable in the current edition of Spearhead all 
fit into a wider pattern. Increasingly the National 
Front is revealing its nazism. Elsewhere in this issue 
Tyndall’s open admiration of fascism in Spearhead 
is discussed. 

Hand in hand with the open nazism and anti- 
semitism, one might expect an increase in the 
mythological twaddle. Homages to all sorts of 
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obscure Nordics dredged up from the mists of pre- 
history can be expected from the besieged fortress 
of Excalibur House. 

However the National Front will not advocate 
Odinism and its bizarre practices too openly. 
To do so would alienate its traditional Christian 
supporters. 

In fact this month’s Spearhead contains a letter 
from Joan White, who writes ‘‘as a practising 
Catholic and as a prospective Parliamentary Can- 
didate for the National Front”. Ms White believes 
that her support for the Front and the Church go 
hand in hand ‘“‘because Faith sees in the circum- 
stances of life, the hand of God establishing our 
priorities and abiding loyalties’? (perhaps NF sup- 
porters follow this kind of thing easily). 

However the conflict between Christian and 
pagan fascists is not confined to the National Front. 
Even outwardly nazi groups such as British Move- 
ment experience it. As did Hitler’s nazi party. 

This month’s British Patriot, the magazine of 
British Movement, refers to the conflict: 


Perhaps the most vexed question amongst students and 
adherents of National Socialism is the degree of Chris- 
tianity in Hitler’s Germany. Some, even adherents claim 
that National Socialism was Pagan. In fact, Hitler’s Ger- 
many was deeply religious and most speeches made by 
Third Reich leaders including Hitler were well dotted 
with favourable references to the Lord God Almighty 
and indeed, a much higher percentage of National Social- 
ists attended church than do people in say, Britain today. 


So, as in all nazi groups, bubbling beneath the 
surface of the racism, the anti-Semitism and the 
violent rhetoric is the glorification of paganism. In 
this, as in practically everything else, the contem- 
porary nazis of the National Front and the British 
Movement are following in the footsteps of their 
Fuhrer. 





LEICESTER’S GROUP 
OF FASCIST LAWYERS 


LEICESTER has long been noted as the centre of 
the knitwear industry, but recently it seems to be 
acquiring a new product; a group of lawyers 
dedicated to the cause of racism and fascism. 

Reed-Herbert, the Leicester NF supremo who 
announced that he was quitting the Front and 
politics shortly after the Ladywood Parliamentary 
bye-election but apparently changed his mind 
almost immediately, was recently elected to the 
National Front Directorate along with his law firm 
partner Philip Gegan. 

Another young hopeful has now appeared on 
the scene. He is 24-year-old Fred Mathews who 
also works for a Leicester law firm and has just 
been adopted as the National Front Parliamentary 
candidate for Nuneaton. 
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Michael BILLIG. Fascists: A Social Psychological 
View of the National Front (Harcourt Bruce 
Johanovich 1978). Price £3.95 paperback. 


THIS BOOK comes as a welcome addition to the 
available publications about Britain’s fascist move- 
ment. Admirably researched, it will both have a 
positive impact among academics and be of great 
use to anti-fascist activists. 

Those who have only a slight knowledge will 
hopefully lose any doubts about the NF’s character 
as an organisation committed to the doctrines of 
classical fascism and nazism, including the belief in 
a world Jewish conspiracy. Those already aware of 
this will find the book rewarding in many of its 
insights into the reasons why people join the 
Front. Drawing on some remarkable interviews 
with NF activists Billig shows the variety of back- 
grounds and motivations of their membership, and 
the different ways they see fascist ideas. One, a 
factory-worker, is “essentially non-authoritarian” 
about classroom discipline and bringing up child- 
ren, and believes in equal pay for women and 
equality within marriage. Another is a shop steward 
who defends his black fellow-workers and gets on 
well with them socially. These examples cut against 
any idea that only one type of person is attracted 
to fascism. That kind of theory, as Billig remarks, 
“underestimates the variety of forms which fascism 
can take and by so doing might dangerously under- 
estimate the attractiveness of fascism for a number 
of different sorts of people.” (p213). 

There are however drawbacks with the book. As 
its subtitle indicates it is written within a particular 
discipline, and as a consequence there are a number 
of occasions when non-specialists will find the 
going difficult. This points to an important problem 
— exactly what audience the book is addressing. 
From its description on the cover the desired 
reader might appear to be anyone concerned with 
“the threat posed by contemporary fascism’. But 
at the same time the book often operates as a 
polemic inside social psychology. This attempt to 
do two jobs at once will unfortunately have the 
effect of discouraging some non-psychologists from 
reading the book. 

This would mean missing out on a great deal of 
useful material. The worth of the interviews, 
already referred to, is once again demonstrated by 
the technique of talking to the same person after 
a period has elapsed. The result is, for instance, the 
small businessman who reacts to economic and 
personal crisis by abandoning his earlier support 
for capitalism and the economic status quo. “In 
its place were the tentative first steps down a path 


well-trodden by European petty-bourgeois traders 
of this century.” (p328/9) 


Hopefully somebody will carry out a similar 
study of ex-members. A comparably rigorous 
book could give a better idea of how to win 
people from the Front, if we knew why they left 
as well as why they joined. 

One fault of the book should not pass without 
comment. It is best illustrated by the following 
quotation: 


“The believer in a conspiracy theory will consider that 
the world has taken some unusual turns. The older 
believer might well have been brought up to expect that 
Britain would remain a major imperial power . . . familiar 
landmarks are pulled down to make way for new deve- 
lopments . . . as a boy he might have expected the world 
to carry on in much the same way.” (p316) 


Although one would never know it from the 
book, it is not only those who were once boys who 
can be attracted to fascism. There is another sex. 

Notwithstanding the use of specialised language 
and the failure to refer to the participation of 
women in sufficient detail, this book is the first 
Serious study to give a comprehensive analysis of 
the Front’s ideology and will not easily be dis- 
placed as an indispensable study of the National 
Front. 


BLOOD ON 
THE STREETS 


A REPORT BY BETHNAL GREEN AND 
STEPNEY TRADES COUNCIL 


This 120 page illustrated book on racial attacks in 
East London is the first major report on the racial 
harassment inflicted on the Asian community in 
Tower Hamlets in recent years. 


The book charts the growth of massive oppo- 
sition to racism in the East End. It points out the 
shift of policy within many of the major ethnic 
minority organisations in the country who “for 
years had resisted calls within their organisations 
to join self-defence and vigilante groups in the face 
of racist attacks and the importance of the ‘sup- 
posed-forces of law and order’ and are now openly 
calling for their people to look to their own 
defence’. It examines the close connections between 
the National Front and other racist and neo Nazi 
organisations and the pattern of racist violence in 
the area, and describes their “deliberate move into 
an area where their vote has collapsed lately but 
racist violence has increased”’ as symbolising their 
shift from “respectable electoral politics” down 
the scale to the thug factory and race-terror tactics’’. 


AVAILABLE FROM 58 Watney Street, London 
E.1. (01-790 8342). Cost £1.20 inc. p&p. 


SSS 


Mr. Anthony Hancocks of Brighton 


ANTHONY HANCOCKS is a well connected and 
busy young man who, apart from his prolific in- 
volvement in the printing of racist, national socialist 
and anti-Semitic material, is reputed to be quite a 
traveller. 

In between his other activities he apparently 
finds time to march with his friends of the National 
Front, as the accompanying photograph shows. 

We were recently sent a copy of a French Nazi 
magazine, Notre Europe, which advertises, amongst 
other things, the National Front journal Spearhead 
and the insignias of the Front. 

Among those listed as members of the editorial 
board are Robert Boot of Holland and Antony 
Madeira of England. Far be it from us to entertain 
any unwarranted suspicions over the identity of 
Mr Madeira, but we can’t help noting that the 
address of one of Hancock’s properties is Madeira 
Place. 

We suppose that it’s probably just one of those 
amazing coincidences that happen in life. 


GORRE 

LE HILIBER (BRETAGNE) 
E.MILA RODRIGUEZ (EBSPAQNE 
Robert BOOT (PAYS—BAS 


* 


TS s Un an : 30 Frane 









Anthony Hancock (front left) marching Ww h B ighton 
National Front. 
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The Enigm 


a of Henry 


Tarka the Otter) Williamson 


SOON TO BE PREMIERED in the West End is the 
new film version of Henry Williamson’s classic 
nature tale Tarka the Otter. Like much of William- 
son’s work, “Tarka” is beautiful and sensitive 
fiction; not only did he have a unique ability to 
translate his affinity with the natural world into 
outstanding prose, but he also cared deeply about 
the preservation of the natural environment. By 
all accounts, David Cobham’s film does more than 
credit to this outstanding work. 

But there was another side to Henry Williamson, 
a side which showed that in some peculiar way 
truly extraordinary sensitivity may, in one person, 
be combined with a political philosophy with 
which it would appear to be totally at odds. For 
Henry Williamson was throughout his life a self- 
proclaimed fascist. 

Born at the end of the nimeteenth century, he 
enlisted into the army at 17 and served most of his 
time in Flanders. When he returned home at the 
end of the war he was only 20, but he had turned 
grey. Like many of his contemporaries, his ex- 
periences in the trenches of Flanders had shocked 
and demoralised him. 

After a period of dire poverty in London, when 
with only his army pension of £40 p.a. to live on, 
he had been forced to sleep rough on the Embank- 
ment, he made a break and walked to Devon where 
he lived in a cottage on Exmoor. Soon he was a 
successful writer of natural fiction, and was ‘dis- 
covered’ by, amongst others, T.E. Lawrence (of 
Arabia) to whom he dedicated a later book Salar 
the Salmon. In 1927 Tarka the Otter brought him 
the Hawthornden Prize. 

In 1935 he moved to Stiffley in Norfolk where 
he bought a 240-acre farm, which, he claimed, was 
run according to the principles of ‘Turnips’ Town- 
send, Later he was to write that, “The spirit of the 
farm and what I was trying to do there was the 
spirit of Oswald Mosley. It was all part of the 
same battle’. 

The same year took him to Germany where he 
was acquainted with full blooded National Social- 
ism. Along with Unity and Diana Mitford (now 
Diana Mosley) he was an “Honoured Guest” 
(Ehrengaste) at the 1935 Nazi Parteitag (Party 
Day) and was accorded full facilities by Goebbels 
Ministry of Propaganda. Reminiscing about this 
in Goodbye West Country (1937) he wrote that 
the S.A. ranks at Nuremberg had “the spirit of 
English gentlemen who had transcended class 
consciousness” concluding “Heil Hitler! God Save 
The King!”. At the Rally itself he had been seated 
immediately behind Hitler’s platform. 

In 1939 he joined Mosley’s British Union of 
Fascists, and contributed on a number of occasions 
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to its paper Action. He was not however, simply 
attracted, as some have argued, by Mosley’s pro- 
claimed intention to prevent a repetition of the 
1914-18 war. At the time the BUF had been 
winning considerable support in the rural counties 
of East Anglia by their enthusiastic intervention 
in the tithe war. As well as this, Williamson seemed 
to see eye to eye with Mosley on the forces behind 
the world’s problems. 

In The European, Mosley’s post-war paper, 
Williamson wrote that wars were engineered by 
“usurial moneyed interests” and in The Phoenix 
Generation (1965) Mosley appeared as Sir Hereward 
Birkin, who was leading the fight against inter- 
national finance that “minotaur which claims 
another generation of European youth to bleed to 
death on the battlefields”. He was also convinced 
that the same interests were trying to take over 
the land. 

With the advent of the second world war he 
tried unsuccessfully to get his friend T.E. Lawrence 
to join Mosley in a great campaign for peace with 
Germany. When this failed he approached Mosley 
with a bizarre scheme which involved Williamson 
flying to Germany to plead personally with Hitler 
for peace. “If I could see him”, he wrote, “as a 
common soldier who had fraternised, on that 
faraway Christmas Day of 1914, which the men of 
his Linz battalion under Messines Hill, might I not 
be able to give him the amity he so desired from 
England, a country he admired . . . ?”. Mosley 
vetoed the idea. He was, at this time, a close friend 
of Lady Downe, another BUF member who was 
also a close friend of Queen Mary. 

After the war he became increasingly reclusive; 
so much so that biographers were unable to estab- 
lish his wife’s maiden name, there are even conflict- 
ing accounts of his date and place of birth. He 
remained true however to his politics. As well as 
writing for The European, he met and dined with 
Mosley from time to time. Then, during the no- 
torious Lewes Race Relations Trial he surfaced as 
a signatory to the Defend Free Speech Campaign 
Appeal — the Campaign had been organised to 
defend a group of thoroughgoing fascists from 
charges brought under the newly enacted Race 
Relations Act. Amongst the defendants, who were 
subsequently acquitted were Ted Budden, Geoff 
Dominy and Alan Hancocks. 

Williamson died last year, ironically, just as 
David Cobham was shooting the scene where 
Tarka dies in a battle with an otter hound. What 
his life shows clearly is the extent to which qualities 
which are in themselves admirable may be seduced 
by the demogogic appeals of fascism. It is a lesson 
of which we would do well to take note. 





INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 








ITALY 


At last the truth about the wave of bombings in 
1969 is beginning to emerge. At Catanzaro, where 
34 people including neo-fascists and secret service 
officers are on trial, it has become clear that the 
actions that year had been planned to create a state 
of tension, and open up the path to an extreme 
right coup. 

Amongst those involved were Guido Giannettini, 
a secret service officer and former member of the 
MSI, and General Gianadelio Maletti, formerly 
head of the internal security section of the secret 
service. 

In the past anarchists were blamed for the ex- 
plosions, one of which killed 16 people and injured 
88. Now however, the Chief Prosecutor has declared 
that none of the accused anarchists was in any way 
involved and that they should all be acquitted. 


W. GERMANY 


It now looks certain that former SA and Nazi Party 
member Karl Karstens will succeed Walter Scheel 
as head of the Federal Republic. A recent announce- 
ment from Christian Democrat leader Helmut Kohl 
that the twin Conservative parties (the CDU and 
the CSU) would be endorsing Karsten’s nomination, 
now means that has majority support in both 
Houses. 

Unlike many like Scheel himself who were 
forced to join the party in 1937, Karstens joined of 
hiw own volition in the early days of the Third 
Reich. Meanwhile, at Kaufbeuran near Munich, 
Private Anselm Conrad was sentenced to three days 
detention by a court martial for appearing in 
uniform at a ceremony organised by trade unions 
to commemorate the victims of Dachau concen- 
tration camp. During the ceremony he had laid a 
wreath bearing the words “For the victims of 
Hitler’s dictatorship”. 


USA - TUPELO 


A town once regarded by civil rights activists as 
“the toughest nut to break’ is currently at the 
forefront of the anti racist battle in America. In 
Tupelo, Mississippi, black people are demanding 
equal rights and in doing so, openly defying those, 
like the KKK, who are trying to intimidate them 
into remaining silent. 





For the last six months, Tupelo’s black people 
have been demonstrating and organising boycotts 
of, for instance, racist shopkeepers. All the time, 
support for the campaign has been growing, so that 
now it is said to be the longest lasting local anti- 
racist movement in America since the early 70s. 

Racism in Tupelo runs deep; it made the news 
once before; in 1962 when it was the scene of a 
historic confrontation between the National Guard 
and civil rights activist farmer Meredith when he 
tried to enter Mississippi University in defiance of 
segregation. 






Klansmen on the march in Tupelo 


Even now, it has largely been by-passed by the 
slow steps towards racial justice which have been 
achieved elsewhere. This has been the result largely 
of its unique position in Mississippi. It is one of 
the few industrial cities in the north of the state 
and its black population, which is considerably 
smaller than that of many nearby towns, is em- 
ployed largely in factories. Consequently, they 
have enjoyed a marginal economic advantage over 
the majority of Mississippi’s blacks who work in 
agriculture. As a result, civil rights activists tended 
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to ignore the town in the early 60s and late 70s. 

Discrimination, however, still prevailed. In 
Tupelo’s schools for example only one of 22 
first-grade teachers is black and only nine of 
100 high school teachers are black. In contrast, 
all the school janitors and 49 out of 50 meals 
workers are black. In the latter case the exception 
is the manager! In employment generally, blacks 
receive less than whites for similar work, and their 
working conditions and promotion prospects are 
considerably worse. 

Support for the campaign comes mainly from 
middle aged workers, but the regular Saturday 
marches and weekend meetings are family affairs. 
In addition, a large section of the campaign includes 
Vietnam veterans, many of whom are unemployed. 

Predictably, this has not endeared them to the 
Ku Klux Klan who are strong in the state. Klan 
leader Bill Wilkinson admitted recently that his 
members had been responsible for an armed attack 
on one of the campaign’s organisers. Generally 
though, the Klan has not been able to respond 
strongly: “You can’t imagine’’, says organiser 
Lewis Myers, “‘what it meant to have black lawyers, 
teachers and workers stand up and say that for 
every one of us that got shot at, shots go two ways 
in the air.” 

But this has not stopped racist violence outside 
of Tupelo. Savage beatings of blacks in Tupelo’s 
neighbouring counties are not uncommon, nor is 
the violence of the local police. Only six months 
ago James Garry was found hanged in the county 


gaol with his hands tied behind his back. It has 
been estimated that over the last 50 years, whites 
have murdered at least 150 blacks in one county 
alone. 


SEATTLE 


An unarmed black man who had spent five years in 
an institution for the mentally retarded, was shot 
dead recently by a police officer who was also a 
long-standing member of the John Birch Society. 
John Rodney, aged 26, was shot when he ran from 
a police patrol which was investigating reports of 
a “prowler’’. 

The policeman was Dennis Falk who has been a 
JBS member for 14 years, and who is chairman of 
SOME (Save Our Moral Ethics). SOME had recently 
sponsored an initiative to repeal Seattle’s gay 
rights ordinance. He won a reputation in the 1960s 
by wearing lead-lined gloves around Washington 
University to win “respect” and “clean it up”. 

His victim had become a heroin addict in prison, 
just after leaving a school for the retarded. When 
he died, his only address was a local drug treatment 
centre. 

An inquest heard four police officers testify 
against Falk that he had given Rodney no warning 
before shooting, and that Rodney was not even 
suspected of being armed. Despite this, the inquest 
ruled that Falk’s actions were “reasonable under 
the circumstances’’. 


FASCIST ACTIVITY IN CROYDON 


During recent weeks neo-fascist organisations 
such as the National Front and the British Move- 
ment have been increasingly active in and around 
the Croydon Area. 

They have plastered walls and shop windows 
with stickers and posters bearing crude racist 
slogans in a deliberate attempt to incite racial 
tension and violence in what has always been a 
peaceful and harmonious community. 

We believe that young fascist thugs are being 
encouraged by the sinister and evil forces which 
promote racism and fascism to harass and terrorise 
active members of the local Labour and Trade 
Union Movement. There have been a number of 
serious incidents which we find extremely disturb- 
ing and which we feel should be widely publicised 
so that the general public can be made aware of 
the socially disruptive attitudes and behaviour of 
racist and fascist groups. 

On Saturday 11th November a group of about 
15 young thugs, some wearing British Movement 
and National Front badges, surrounded two mem- 
bers of the Labour Party and a member of the 
New Communist Party at the entrance to St. 
George’s Walk in Croydon and tried to intimidate 
them with threats and verbal abuse. During the 
following week there were at least four more 
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incidents of this nature. 

On one occasion a member of the Young National 
Front, who had broken into the Labour and Trade 
Union Headquarters in Croydon, drew a knife and 
threatened to use it on a former Labour Councillor. 
On another occasion a member of the Labour 
Party Young Socialists and two members of the 
Young Communist League were surrounded out- 
side Croydon Technical College by ten or twelve 
young National Front members and only escaped 
a serious beating because they were able to tele- 
phone for help to escort them to safety. 

On Tuesday 5th December National Front 
members selling their publications — ‘Bulldog’ and 
‘National Front News’ — and distributing other 
provocative racist literature, were seen insulting 
and threatening young Asian and West Indian 
students. 

We are deeply concerned about these events and 
fear for the well-being of our community. We are 
very much afraid that the racists and the fascists 
are attempting to poison the very good community 
relations that we enjoy in Croydon by introducing 
the politics of the gutter into our area as they have 
done in the East End and other parts of London. 
From the All Croydon Campaign against Racism 
and Fascism. 


NEWS 
IN 
BRIEF 


ANTI-RACIST EXPELLED 
FROM COLLEGE 
A Manchester college student, David 
Evans, has been expelled for handing out 
Anti Nazi League leaflets in the college 
canteen. He was first suspended by the 
college, the North Trafford College of 
F.E., and then a special hearing with the 
Trafford Education Committee was held 
to discuss his case. Cllr. Coupe who 
chaired this meeting said afterwards that 
Evans had been “excluded” for failing to 
convince them that he would not “cease 
such political activity” and for “intim- 
ating that his thinking was more impor- 
tant than his education at the college”’. 
A committee has been set up in 
Manchester to co-ordinate protest action. 
Colin Barnett secretary of N.W. C.A.R. 
and also of N.W. council of the TUC 
described the expulsion as “disgraceful 
and dismaying”. 


FRONT MEMBERS ATTACK 
EAST LONDON TEACHERS 

The president of East London Teaching 
Association, Blair Peach, was attacked 
on his way home from school recently 
by a man claiming to be in the National 
Front. Mr Peach said that this attack was 
part of a consistent harassment of ELTA 
committee members. Some had been 
receiving phone calls from people claim- 
ing to be in the Front, others had been 
threatened in pubs or on the streets by 
NF paper sellers. This was the second 
attack on Blair Peach in six months, and 
this time he suffered black eyes, bruising, 
cuts and a badly bitten finger. 


N.U.T. TO TAKE FURTHER 
ACTION AGAINST BULLDOG 

The NUT is to try to take action for the 
second time against Bulldog, the YNF 
paper, under the Race Relations Act 
1976. In late 1977 they referred two 
issues to the Attorney General, who 
decided against action several months 
later giving no official reason why. The 
NUT are seeking evidence of distribution 
with a view to presenting the case them- 
selves. For this they need to know that 
the paper contained an offending article, 
who was selling it and where. They still 
need the A.G.’s consent, but with this 
information it seems less likely that the 
case would be dismissed. 


EXPENSIVE KICKS 

Ray Dowler and Alan Myatt from Bristol 
and Gloucester were again in court for 
kicking at doors that did not belong to 
them. They were both fined £75 for 
damage to the door of the Bristol ANL 
office. Last month the pair were punished 
for kicking the office door of the local 
community paper, Bristol Voice, who, 
they felt, were conspiring against them. 
This time Dowler told the court that 
they had driven away from the office as 
soon as they had seen ANL members 
coming out. He said that after several 
years in the NF, “I know these people 
are always trying to provoke us into 
situations where they can discredit us. 
They are responsible for all the degener- 
acy in this society”. He said later that 
they would be appealing against the 
sentence. 


A SLIGHT MISCALCULATION 
John Griggs of the Hemel Hempstead NF 


branch was fined £50 for using threaten- 


ing and insulting words likely to cause a 
breach of peace outside a Labour Party 
meeting. A police sergeant at the trial 
said that as soon as Griggs was turned 
out of the meeting he shouted, “Get the 
Reds out” and then turning to a police- 
man he said, “This is fine — you lot are 
supposed to be on our side.” Despite 
several warnings from police he con- 
tinued shouting abuse at people going 
into the meeting. 


TEN PEOPLE TRICKED FOR 

36 VOTES 

Just before a recent council by-election 
in the Vauxhall ward of Liverpool not 
long ago, ten people claimed that they 
had been conned into signing the NF 
candidate’s nomination papers. Using 
the same simple techniques of talking 
themselves into people’s homes pretend- 
ing to represent a local interest group, 
or just being vague, the candidate John 
Williams and his agent, William Clark- 
son, managed to collect all the neces- 
sary signatures for the papers. The trick 
was discovered when one of the people 
who signed found out what he had 
done and complained to the community 
paper. The NF Merseyside organiser 
John Fishwick denied the allegations and 
blamed it all on the ANL. He suggested 
that the people who signed were lying 
out of fear of possible victimisation by 
members of the ANL, despite the fact 
that forged or wrongly obtained nomin- 
ation papers are somewhat tired and 
obvious tricks for the Front to play. 
However they only received about 36 
votes in the end. 


HOAX LETTERS IN HERTS 
PRESS 

Column 88 have claimed responsibility 
for the hoax letters that have been appear- 
ing in newspapers recently in North 
London and Hertfordshire, though the 
possibility that this claim is also a hoax 
is being considered. A man telephoned 
the Herts Advertiser saying that he was a 
representative of Column 88, but he 
would not tell them anything except 
that they were a secret group. He also 
said, “Remember, Crystal Night is coming, 
Heil Hitler’. (Crystal Night is a trans- 
lation of Kristallnacht, which was a night 
in Germany in 1938 when hundreds of 
Jews were beaten up and killed and their 
property smashed.) 

One of the recent hoax letters to the 
newspapers was published in the Herts 
Advertiser. The occupants of the address 
in St Albans, a Jewish family, knew 
nothing of the letter. (Readers who wish 
to know more about Column 88, see 
Searchlight 35.) 


HILLINGDON TORIES O.K. 
FRONT 

Councillors all over the UK continue to 
wrestle with their consciences over the 
question of free speech for racists and 
fascists, and there seem to be increasingly 
less councils who are prepared to deny 
the use of public buildings to them. In 
Hillingdon recently the 1973 Labour ban 
on NF meetings in council-owned property 
was reversed by the Tory council. But 
police had to be called in to clear the 
gallery of the council chamber after a 
long and noisy debate, because although 
the large majority voted to lift the ban, 
the people in the gallery made their views 
as clear as they could. After more than 20 
police, who had been standing by in 
readiness, started to hustle people out, 
the mayor closed the whole meeting. One 
of the three Tories who voted against the 
majority was Dr Ali Khan, an ex-RAF 
wing commander. He said, “It was an 
historic decision which could bring 
violence, fear and misery into the lives of 
peaceful people in Hillingdon.” 


... AND ANDOVER 

Down South in Andover, the district 
council decided that the National Front 
should be allowed in principle to meet 
in the Guildhall. This was after the 
Basingstoke (see Searchlight 42 — Busing 
the bullies into Basingstoke) and Andover 
branches of the NF had asked for details 
of available buildings. The local NUPE 
branches were at the same time strongly 
urging the local authorities not to allow 
the use of public buildings to racists and 
fascists. 
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Showing at the Drill Hall, 
18th, 19th, 20th January 1979 at 8.00 pm. 





Available from 58 Watney Street, London E.1. Cost £1.20 inc. p&p. 


JaRswoy 


PRES EMTS 


"WOVEN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AMONG MY STAUNCHEST SUPPORTERS.” 
ADOLF HITLER 1933 


WHY? 


SET IN BERLIN AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE RISE AND FALL 
OF THE 3RD REICH, THIS PLAY TRACES THE RELATED FORTUNES OF 
THREE WOMEN, FROM 1932, PRIOR TO HITLER'S ACCESSION TO POWER, 


TO MAY 1945 AFTER THE FINAL DESTRUCTION OF BERLIN BY THE RUSSIANS. 


THROUGH DRAMATIZATION, NARRATION AND REMINISCENCE, WE ARE TAKEN 
THROUGH THE LIFE OF THE CENTRAL CHARACTER, MAGDA KELLERMAN, 
FROM AN IDEALISTIC SCHOOL-GIRL IN THE HITLER YOUTH MOVEMENT, 
TO A DISILLUSIONED WIDOW. 


SHE IS A WOMAN TORN BETWEEN CONFLICTING LOYALTIES AND IDEALS, 
PRESSURED BY FAMILY AND PUBLIC DEMANDS IN-A SITUATION WHICH 
INCREASINGLY DENIES ALL CHOICE. 


COMPELLING, EXCITING AND MOVING, THIS PLAY RAISES QUESTIONS 
WHICH ARE UNIVERSAL, AND RELEVANT TO ALL OF US TODAY. 


THIS SPECIALLY COMMISSIONED PLAY WILL BE MAJOR DIVERSION'S 
FIRST FULL-LENGTH PRODUCTION, TO BE PERFORMED LOCALLY, PRIOR TO 
A NATIONAL TOUR IN FEBRUARY. 


GRAZYNA MONYID'S LAST PLAY “LET SLEEPING DOGS LIE" WAS PRODUCED 
BY BBC RADIO 4 IN JUNE THIS YEAR. SHE MAS WRITTEN FOR AND 
DIRECTED THE THEATRE-IN-EDUCATION TEAM IN LANCASTER AT THE- 
QUKES PLAYHOUSE FOR THE LAST THREE YEARS, ANO SHORTLY HOPES 

TO HAVE A‘PLAY PRODUCED BY BBC TELEVISION. 


Formerly Roadgang Theatre 


13, SWINBURNE ST. GATESHEAD, TYNE & WEAR, (0632) 779615/6 

















BRITAIN’S NEW EXTRADITION 
PACT WITH W. GERMANY 








An order in council made by the 
Government and which came into force on 
October 3, changed an agreement on extra- 
dition between Britain and West Germany 
so that Britain can now legally extradite its 
own nationals to West Germany, while 
West Germany, under ils own oonstitalinn, 
cannot legally extradite its nationals to 
Britain, The order in council changing the 
agreement had been ‘laid’ before 
Parliament, in order for objections te be 
raised, for jast one day, while Parliament 
juting, before becoming law 
verning extradition fromm 
Britain is the 1870 Extradition Act, which 
was amended by a 1935 Act, Umer the 
powers given in these acts, two agreements 
{1872 and 1960} have governed the terme 
for extradition of people from Britau 
West Germany, and vice versa, The new 








Available from 9 Poland Street, London W.1. 
inc. p&p.). 


Republic of Germany 
(Amendment) order 197% amends the 1872 


Treaty, (as amended by the 1960 
Agreement) extending extradition intwe 
ways, First, 9 ‘catch-all’ clause has been 
added to the previous list of 27 extraditable 
offences, which allows anything which is 4 
erime (ol a ceriain seripusness) in both 
couniries to be treated as an extraditable 
offence, even if ic is not listed in the Agree- 
ment, Second, the prohibition on the 
extradition of British nationals, which was 
in the 1980 Agreement, has been removed. 
The latter clause (Clause 3} is the crucial 
ane, Itamends Article 1V of the 1960 
Agreement, which laid down that no British 
citizen should be ‘delivered up’ to West 
Germany, and substitutes the wordings 
‘The Government of the United Kingdam 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland shall 
not be obliged to extradite a vitizen of the 
United Kingdom and Colonies, and the 
Government of the Federal Republic of 
Geemany shall not be obliged to extradite a 
German national’ (our emphasis}. This 
gives both partics the option toe extradite 
their awn nationals. tn Britain, the decision 
will rest with the Home Secretary, as the 
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French. The text, assuming, like Hitler did, that it 
is blind patriotism that people look for, then goes 
on to say that the Germans were ‘no longer proud. 
to be German’. And then: ‘But already, there was 
waiting a man who would give their patriotism 
back to the Germans’. So that’s what Hitler did! 


He didn’t shatter the German’s patriotism in the - 


most devastating way any politician could do, he 
gave their patriotism back to them! The picture of 
Hitler that emerges is never tarnished overmuch by 
the brutality that surrounded him everywhere and 
by the debris that he left behind. Instead the text 
suggests a fanatical but fascinating speaker who 
drew the crowds because, for all his fanaticism, 
what he said was right. The communists are por- 
trayed as a bunch of vandals and intruders who 
have to be kept at bay by the S.A., in order to 
ensure that Hitler can get his message across. There 
is no value judgement in this booklet on Hitler’s 
message, except that there is a strong suggestion 
that he expressed what most people felt at that 
time. Who led the Germans out of the depression 
after 1929? Who but the Fuhrer himself. Who was 
to blame: capitalism, communism and the Jews. 

If you are a boy or a girl of between 13 and 15 
years of age, it is highly unlikely that you know 
very much about central European history, about 
the many political parties in Germany and, in 
particular, about the large social-democratic and 
communist vote in the Weimar Republic. Every 
time you are told that ‘the masses’, ‘the people’, 
‘the Germans’ applauded Hitler, or cheered him 
hysterically or scrambled to join his party you are 
bound to believe what the text tells you. The 
teacher may, of course, spend some time putting 
you in the picture historically. On the other hand, 
he may consider that it is his job to concentrate on 






the text not for its content, but purely as a lin- 
guistic exercise. The fact that this text is apt to 
transport dangerous ideological distortions into the 


_ brains of the learners may be considered by some 


teachers as beyond their competence. In paren- 
thesis: being written chiefly in simple main-clause 
phrases the text is mostly reliable linguistically, 
although it does manage to deviate from idiomatic 
German here and there (e.g. p.16 ‘In Theater ist es 
auch so.’ ‘Artikel in den Zeitungen sind in Sym- 
pathie mit den Nazis’. p.17 ‘Die Kinder haben neue 
pro Nazi Biither’.) 

Of the three causes that, according to Hitler, 
were responsible for the situation in Germany at 
the end of the Weimar Republic the one the author 
makes sure you are not allowed to forget is the 
Jews. They become ‘rich through financial specu- 
lation’, they ‘profited from the German workers’. 
Without any reliable historical information against 
which to measure such wild propagandistic state- 
ments you may well be forgiven for thinking that 
the Jews must have been a truly parasitic pest. 

In the eighth lesson you are told that the teachers 
had to follow Nazi text books. True enough. How- 
ever, the same technique of distortion through 
generalisation is at work here, for ‘the teachers’, 
you are made to believe, did so reluctantly. They 
lived in fear not only of the Nazis but also of the 
children who might denounce them to their parents, 
who in turn would inform the party and have the 
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